[Helicobacter pylori infection in developing countries].
Helicobacter pylori infection is probably the most common bacterial infection in the world. The pathogenicity of this bacteria has been recognized since 1989 in the developed world where prevalence is 20 to 40%. Its role in gastric and duodenal disease is certain and its low recurrence rate justifies eradication. In the developing world prevalence of Helicobacter pylori infection is over 80% with contamination being maximal in children. Transmission is oro-oral and even feco-oral. Crowded living conditions is the determinant factor. Helicobacter pylori infection exhibits special features in developing world. The prevalence of gastroduodenal disease varies according to geographic area independently of the prevalence of Helicobacter pylori infection and stomach cancer is uncommon. In newborns Helicobacter pylori infection seems to be the primary event for chronic malnutrition and diarrhea syndrome with failure to thrive. In practice detection of Helicobacter pylori is difficult in the developing world and presumptive treatment is always followed by recurrence. In the future active or passive immunization will be the solution.